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DETAILED ACTION 

This is first office action on the merits of application SN 10/803,923. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

S I- t c^r-c 

2. Claim +i^rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

3. It is unclear if the subcombination of just a positioning structure or the 
combination of a positioning structure and a computer is being claimed since in the 
preamble only " a positioning structure" is positively recited and in the body of the claim 
a computer case and a front panel is positively recited. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-3, 5, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US Patent 6,288,333 to Liu. Liu teaches a positioning structure for clasping a computer 
front panel comprising a front panel (40) and a computer case as seen in figure 1 . The 
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front panel (40) includes a casing body provided with two first vertical fasteners (42, B') 
and two second horizontal fasteners (42, A') extending backward from the rear side of 
the casing body (40). Locking grooves (21) corresponding to the fasteners (42) are 
openly provided on a front plate (4) of the computer case to provide mounting 
connection for the fasteners of the front panel (40). The casing body of the front panel 
(40) is presented as a flat rectangular mode and is made from plastic. The second 
fasteners (42, B') of the font panel (40) are provided on the lower end of the casing 
body as seen figure 2. A plurality of positioning posts (44) are exceedingly provided 
between the first fasteners (B') and the second fasteners (A') and the positioning posts 
(44) having the effect of guidance when assembling. Two third horizontal fasteners (42, 
C) are located at an upper end of the casing body of the front p^nel (40). 
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FIG.2 

Liu '333 Figures 2 and 2A 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the invention was made. 

7. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art ^nd the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

8. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent 6,288,333 to Liu. Liu teaches every element as claimed and discussed above 
except the first fasteners provided on the upper end of the casing body. It would have 
been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify Liu by having the first 
fasteners on the front panel be moved at the upper end since applicant has not 
disclosed that having the first vertical fasteners at this specific location solves any 
stated problem or is for any particular purpose and it appears that the front panel would 
perform equally well with the first vertical fasteners around the midpoint since it is 
functionally equivalent and works equally well. It would also have been obvious to add 
vertical fasteners at the upper end to provided more/additional securement and since 
there already are the third fasteners at the upper end the alternate positioning won't 
effect the functioning of the front panel. 
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Conclusion 



9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US Patents to Korinsky, Chen '501, Lai '975, Chen '593, Lai '287, 
Chen '429, Chen '179. Moss, Buican and Patent publications to Chen '944 and Chen 
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'319 all teach front panels for computers with elements substantially as claimed. 
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